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 HeritageQuest Online – Revolutionary War Records 
 

How Can Revolutionary War Pension Application Files Assist Genealogy Research? 
 

Pension files are usually rich in genealogical detail.  When Revolutionary War veterans or their dependents applied for a 
pension, they were required to prove military service and their identity through supporting documentation.  Records 
that may be found in pension files include but are not limited to:  

 Narratives of events during service  
 Marriage certificates  
 Birth records  
 Death certificates  

 Pages from family Bibles  
 Family letters  
 Depositions of witnesses  
 Affidavits  

 
 

From the main HQ Search page, select Search Revolutionary 
War. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To search, you can fill-in as little as one field to as many as all fields as seen below.  Unless you are searching for a very 
common name, inputting the first and last name is usually sufficient.  Click Search after all desired data has been 
entered. 

                                                                                        You can also browse the records alphabetically by last name, if desired. 
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Click View Record next to the name of interest. 
 

 
 
 
Then click View. 
[To skip this step, click the magnifying glass icon in 
the step above instead of View Record.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first page of the partial (“selected”) file 
will be displayed.  [The selected file 
includes the documents from the 
individual’s pension file that the National 
Archives deemed the most useful to 
genealogy research.] Use the arrows at the 
bottom of the image to advance through 
the file.  The complete (“nonselected”) file 
follows the partial file. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To return to the results list, click the left 
pointing arrow to the top left of the image 
viewer. 


